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Here are some of the achievements.

Nearly 2 million children under the age of eight attend
a full course at the nursery-infant school, I million more
receiving some other less systematic form of education.

No children between the age of eight and twelve escape
school today, and by 1940 education for children of eight
to fifteen will be compulsory throughout the Union, from
the Arctic to the desert steppes. By the same date education
in all towns, industrial settlements, and rural centres will be
compulsory from eight to eighteen.

3.  The type of education and the principles which inspire
it differ in vital respects.    It is primarily education for
social service in line with the Christian principle upon which
communism is based:  '' From each according to his ability
and to each according to his need."    Education is free
and given equally to every child, for every child needs it.
On the other hand, a return, more exacting than any
asked for here, is demanded of the child from first to last.
Though education lacks monetary charge, it places the
recipient  under  obligation.    Soviet  training is  training
for service.   The ideal held out to a child differs entirely
from that still too common here:   " Work hard and get
on.3'    The child is incited by all around him to " work
hard and you will be able to take your part in building
socialism.   Work  and  fit yourself to  render  comradely
service to those around you, to your country, and to the
Soviet Union."   The difference is one of emphasis.

4.  Manual work is not only held in high esteem, it is
deemed essential.    Soviet education is designed to produce
the complete citizen, and in Soviet eyes no citizen is complete
apart from manual training.    Soviet education bridges
the gulf between manual and intellectual activity.

The peculiar process by which this is done is called Poly-
technization and needs careful understanding. It demands
a section to itself.

(iii)

This hideous word polytechnization does not mean
technical training. It is not an attempt to teach the child